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THE 2008 ANNUAL  MEETING OF THE ASSOCIATION OF THE DESCENDANTS OF HENRY MERSHON
PRELIMINARY AGENDA

September 20 in Lawrenceville, NJ

The 2008 Annual Meeting of the Association of the Descendants of Henry Mershon will start at 9 AM on Saturday, September
20th, in the Presbyterian Church of Lawrenceville Fellowship Hall, 2688 Main Street (Route 206), Lawrenceville, NJ
08648. Our Mershon ancestors helped start this church in the early 1700’s. Information about visiting the Mershon Room
on Friday afternoon, our business items, special programs, meals and lodging is below. Please find registration materials
on the final page.

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF A “FIRST” FOR OUR ANNUAL  MEETING:
OUR ARCHIVIST WILL  BE AVAILABLE FOR PERSONAL  CONVERSATIONS AND RESEARCH

WITH FAMILY MEMBERS
Friday Afternoon 1 PM to 4 PM
For the convenience of early arrivers, the Mershon Room containing our family archives, located at the Presbyterian
Church of Lawrenceville will be open to family members on Friday afternoon, September, from 1 PM to 4 PM. Our Archivist,
Noel Barton, will be present to assist family members in using the records and materials in our archives, see photographs,
Family Bible DVDs, etc. Also, our Mershon genealogy database CD will be available for viewing by computer. If you
can bring a laptop computer to this event, please phone Noel Barton at (801) 451-2622 or email Noel at
nrbarton13@yahoo.com .
A preliminary agenda for our Saturday, September 20, Annual Meeting follows:

Business Items
Saturday Morning 9 AM
1. Welcome and Orientation
2. Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance
3. Family Member Introductions
4. Approve 2007 Annual Meeting Minutes (read online at www.mershonassoc.com)
5. Treasurer Report
6. Executive Board Report
7. Genealogist Report
8. Present proposed slate of nominations for 2008 Officers and open the floor for nominations.
9. Election of Officers
10. Consider and vote on alternative sites for our 2009 Annual Meeting.
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LUNCH BREAK
Tasty catered box lunches and beverages will be provided. Please mark registration and include $8.00 for each lunch you
will require.

Programs

Saturday Afternoon : At 1 PM, Jacqueline Haun, Library Archivist for The Lawrenceville School, will present a program on
the history of The Lawrenceville School and the Mershon connection to the school. The school was started in 1810 as the
Maidenhead Academy by the pastor of the Maidenhead Church (now Presbyterian of Lawrenceville). A large part of the
current school campus was a farm purchased from the Hunt family by Henry Mershon III in 1755, then given to his son
Benjamin4 Mershon and owned by Benjamin’s descendants until 1892, when the Lawrenceville School purchased the farm.

The Lawrenceville School is now a well-known private school
with over 750 boarding and day students. Visit the school
website at www.lawrenceville.org .

Our Lawrenceville School program will include a short walking
tour of the campus including “The Old Brick,” the historic house
originally built by the Hunt family in the early 1700’s, then
became a Mershon home for 137 years before being
purchased by The Lawrenceville School. See Henry Mershon III
and His Descendants, 1953, pages 24-34. This tour is a first
for our Association. After the Lawrenceville School walking
tour, we will return to the church, then drive to the Lawrenceville
(Upper) Cemetery to visit the grave of our common ancestor,
Henry Mershon II. We will have a short remembrance service
at the grave. September 20th will be the 270th anniversary of the death of Henry II on September 20, 1738. The cemetery
is on Route 206, approximately 0.6 mile northeast of the Lawrenceville Church, on the left as you travel towards Princeton.
There are 27 Mershons known to be buried in this cemetery.

Time permitting, we will include information about the Caleb-Mershon house (directly across the street from “Old Brick”.)

Saturday Evening: We will meet at 7 PM for a group dinner at Leonardo’s II, an Italian restaurant located in Lawrence
Township at 2021 US Highway 1. (Note: This restaurant selection is subject to confirmation by Bill O’Neal) Carpools will
leave the Palmer Inn lobby at 6:30 PM. We will order individually from the menu, so you do not need to pay in advance with
your registration. However, please mark your registration form so we can reserve adequate seating.

Sunday Morning: If you stay over Saturday night, consider attending the 10 AM Sunday morning worship service at the
Presbyterian Church of Lawrenceville, the church of our ancestors.

Titus and Nancy Mershon Graves to receive DAR Patriot’ s Markers
At our 2007 Annual Meeting, Doris Harris of Camden, TN and her daughter Connie Hensley of Nashville, TN announced
they have found the graves of their ancestors, Titus and Nancy (Weeden) Mershon. The graves are in a wooded area on
private land now owned by a doctor near East Bernstadt, Laurel County, KY. East Bernstadt is close to Interstate Highway
75, approximately 65 miles south of Lexington.

Titus Mershon was a grandson of Henry Mershon III. Titus was born in New Jersey and served in the New Jersey Militia
during the American Revolution. After the war, Titus moved to Morgantown, Virginia and later to Kentucky where he married
Nancy Weeden in 1796. Titus and Nancy were the parents of six children before Nancy died in 1813. Titus remarried in
1832 and died in 1842. See Henry Mershon III and His Descendants, 1953, pages 16 to 19.

After making application to the National Society of Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR), Doris and Connie have
received permission to place DAR Patriot’s Markers on the graves of Titus and Nancy. With the cooperation of Dr. Ulrich,
the property owner, Doris and Connie are organizing a ceremony to install the plaques at the graves on Saturday, October
18, 2008. All Mershon descendants are welcome to attend the ceremony. Contact Doris Harris, P.O. Box 793, Camden,
TN 38320-0793; or telephone Doris at (731) 584-9967 for more information if you would like to attend the ceremony.



MERSHON STORE
(Many of these items will be available for purchase Saturday morning.)

Books
1. Henry Mershon III and His Descendants
2. Andrew Mershon and His Descendants
3. Thomas Mershon and His Descendants and Daughters of Henry II
4. Peter Mershon and His Descendants
5. Houghton Mershon and His Descendants
6. My Folks
7. Mershon Patriots

Six of the seven books can be purchased for $9.00 per book, Mershon Patriots for $5.00, or $45 for the set of seven (based on current
availability). A copy of the MERSHON CREST is included free with each set purchased.

Contact Teresa Mershon at tmershon4@yahoo.com or write to her at 2111 Pelham Place, Obetz, OH 43207.

Andrew Mershon T avern Album
Clare Mershon compiled this album of Andrew Mershon Tavern photos that will interest every mershon history buff. The 23-page album contains
a mainfloor plan, 8 historic black and white exterior photographs, plus 17 recent color photographs showing both the exterior and interior. There
is a photograph of artifacts found on site and donated to the Mershon Association in 2006 by Elmer Smith, former owner and restorer of the
tavern. Included are two notices from the 1779 New Jersey Gazette referring to Andrew Mershon and a section from a 1781 British army map
showing the location of Mershon’s Tavern as related to Trenton, Maidenhead (now Lawrenceville) and Princeton. You can order this new
publication for $20 postpaid from Clare Mershon. Write Clare at 3809 NE 136th Place, Portland, OR 97230-2720 with your check or email him at
ECMershon@aol.com for more information.

Videos/ DVD’ s

1. Tour of Andrew’ s Tavern —with Elmer Smith, the longtime owner who carefully did the restoration, doing the
narration and studies the history of Andrew’s ownership of the tavern. This production was done professionally under the direction of
E. Clare Mershon. Owning the DVD/Video is valuable because of references to Mershon’s and because of the rich insights of
colonial life at the time, our ancestors lived in New Jersey. Mr. Smith recently sold the old Tavern. This is something you will want to own
for yourself and use as gifts! It is available in DVD or VHS format for $20, including postage from Clare Mershon at 3809 NE 136th
Place, Portland, OR 97230 or ECMERSHON@AOL.COM.
2. New in 2007—Document s from the Mershon Association Archives —DVD contains most of our historic documents
including old wills andparchment papers referred to by Lucille Olmstead Mershon. Another DVD contains most of the collected
photographs that art in our archives. Both DVD’s are available for $20 each post paid from Noel Barton at 410 N. Main St., Farmington,
Utah 84025 or nrbarton13@yahoo.com. The information is instructive and valuable for research.
3. New in 2007 “Mershon Family History in New Jersey” In 2006 we engaged a professional videographer to record a video
tour of theLawrenceville (Upper) Cemetery; Presbyterian Church of Lawrenceville with Mershon Room; Nassau Hall and FitzRandolph
Gate at Princeton University; and the Marie Louise “Weedie” Stokes house. The oldest part of Weedie’s house was the ca. 1740 home
of Houghton Mershon. The principle video narrators are Noel Barton, Dr. Jim Mershon, Weedie Stokes, and Grant Simmons. Trish
Baker, Senior Writer for television programs and spouse of Grant Simmons directed the video shooting. This 45-minute video will be
ready for distribution after August 1. You can order this new DVD for $25, postpaid from Clare Mershon, 3809 NE 136th Place, Portland,
OR 97230-2720. This video complements our popular 2005 Video Tour of the Andrew Mershon Tavern Site. This is an important addition
to our Mershon archives. The featured sites are all significant parts of our legacy. The video recordings are superb and the narrations
offer wonderful insights to our heritage.
4. Mershon Family Bibles DVD This DVD contains information from 23 Mershon Bibles. It contains the title pages of the
bibles along with any page in the bible containingfamily information. Some are actual Bible records, others are photocopies of Bible
records, and some are transcriptions of Bible records. They cover form 1705-1962. There are also extracts from family Bibles that are
not in the Mershon Archives, but were submitted to the Association or its researchers and were included in the research files. The price
is $20, including postage and handling. Send inquiry to Noel Barton, NRBARTON13@yahoo.com, or to 410 N. Main St., Farmington,
Utah 48025.

Polo Shirt

New for 2006 was a polo shirt designed by Grant Simmons. This attractive item is still available in small, medium, large, and extra largesizes.
The caption reads “The Mershons—An American Family Since 1685.” $16.00. Plus Postage. Please contact Gayle Murphy at
yankeemurphy@mac.com.

Mershon Crest
Full color photo now available. The smaller crest is 5" x 6.5" and is free with a book purchase. The large crest is 9.5" x 12.5" and is available for
$10 (including postage and handling). Order from Teresa Mershon at tmershon4@yahoo.com or write to her at 2111 Pelham Place, Obetz, OH
43207.



CONTRIBUTIONS
Your donations are our principle source of income. Interest income is very small and items in the Mershon store
are sold post age paid at near cost.

We use the income to defray some annual meeting expenses, pay guest speakers, make small donations, etc. Rarely, we
subsidize other costs in order to make our activities more affordable; these include a small portion of the costs of
banquets and tours. We have made great strides in the past three years in our efforts to preserve our archives and make
them available to our family members on-line, in the form of DVD’s, books, etc. This is an ongoing process and entails
more work and more expense. This requires the volunteer cooperation of many people to do the work and the
contributions of dollars from many of you. A goal that eludes us is to find a “permanent” home for our archives and
artifacts. Donors for 2008 will be recognized in the newsletter after this years Annual Meeting. Please send your donations
to our Corresponding Secretary, Beverly Mershon, 7617 Donegal Lane, Wichita, KS, 67206.

MEET OUR NEW GENEALOGIST
This year Bill Trott retired after serving 18 years as our genealogist. His service was marked by professionalism,
dedication, and ingenuity. He single handedly brought us into the computer age and we now have a digital database of
over 35,000 individual records. Teresa Mershon is our genealogist. Her bio is in this newsletter. In the meantime, contact
her at 2111 Pelham Place, Obetz, OH 43207, or email her at tmershon4@yahoo.com.

MERSHON GATHERINGS
Oregon Mershon Family & Friends Potluck Picnic

When: Sunday, August 17, 2008, 1 PM to 4 PM.
Where: Dodge Park, where Lusted Road crosses the Sandy River, several miles north of Sandy, OR. For Map Quest
information, enter the address across the road, 10991 SE Lusted Road, Sandy, OR 97055
Bring: Food, Drink, Eating Utensils, Lawn Chairs, Games for Kids, Old Family Photographs and Memorabilia.

Questions or Suggestions: Call Clare Mershon at (503) 252-7139 or send an email to ECMershon@aol.com

Titus and Nancy Mershon Graves to receive DAR Patriot’ s Markers

When: Saturday, October 18, 2008.

All Mershon descendants are welcome to attend the ceremony. Contact Doris Harris, P.O. Box 793, Camden, TN 38320-
0793; or telephone Doris at (731) 584-9967 for more information if you would like to attend the ceremony.

REMINDERS
1. Send change of address information to our corresponding secretary, Beverly Mershon, 7617 Donegal Ln,

Wichita, KS 67206-1316, or email to Bsmershon@aol.com.
2. If you have Internet access, but are not receiving this Bulleting by email, please send your email address

to Bsmershon@aol.com so we can email this Bulletin to you.
3. Visit our two websites: www.henrymershon.com and www.mershonassoc.com
4. Other links include:

http://genforum.genealogy.com/mershon/ is a Mershon family genealogy forum. http://www.thelhs.org/
access the Lawrenceville Historical Society.

HELP WANTED AD
Perhaps you always thought you wanted to help the Mershon Association but you
did not know how—here is your chance. We need to qualify for 501c3 status to
obtain tax-exempt status and solicit help from our members (maybe you!) in this
endeavor. Experience is preferable, but not necessary. This website is one that
can guide you through the process: http://www.501c3.org/ . The Association will

pay filing fees and other expenses. Please contact our president, Clare Mershon,
3809 NE 136th Place, Portland, OR 97230 or ECMERSHON@AOL.COM or

phone (503) 252-7139.



A Message from Your President

Please join us for the 2008 Mershon Annual Meeting in Lawrenceville, NJ.

If you are traveling from a distance, consider staying for several days to visit some of the historic sites
in the Lawrenceville area -

• Approximately five miles southwest of Lawrenceville is downtown Trenton and the New
Jersey State House.  The State Archives are open to the public for research on Mon. to Fri.,
8:30 am to 4:30 pm. The State Library is open to the public on Mon. to Fri., 8:30 am to 5 pm.

• The Old Barracks Museum next to the New Jersey State House in Trenton was built  in
1758 to house soldiers during the French and Indian War.  It was used by Hessian soldiers
prior to the Battle of Trenton.  It has interesting exhibits of life during the Revolutionary War.
Tours are available daily from 10 am to 5 pm.

• Eight miles north of Trenton is Washington Crossing on the Delaware River. This is
where General Washington’s Continental Army crossed the icy Delaware River on the night of
December 25, 1776 to attack the Hessian forces at Trenton.  There are related parks and
museums on both the Pennsylvania and New Jersey sides of the river.

• Approximately six miles northeast of Lawrenceville is Princeton, the home of Princeton
University.  Nassau Hall, the original college building, was constructed in 1756 on land donated
by Nathaniel and Rebekah (Mershon) FitzRandolph.  Campus walking tours are available Mon.
to Fri.  Visit www.princeton.edu for more information.

• The 85 acre Princeton Battlefield State Park is at 500 Mercer Road on the outskirts of
Princeton.  The Thomas Clarke house museum on the battlefield is open Wed. to Sat., 10 am
to 4 pm and on Sunday, 1 pm to 4 pm.  This house was used as a hospital after the battle and
is where American General Hugh Mercer died after the battle.

• Approximately 50 miles northeast of Lawrenceville is New York City with its countless
attractions.  Tour boats to Ellis Island and the Statue of Liberty in New York Harbor depart from
Liberty State Park in Jersey City, adjacent to the Newark Liberty International Airport.

• Approximately 40 miles southwest of Lawrenceville is Philadelphia.  Independence Hall
and the Liberty Bell are just some of the interesting places to visit.  Valley Forge National Park
is 20 miles west of Philadelphia.

• Civil War battlefields at Gettysburg, PA and Antietam (Sharpsburg, MD) are about a
half-day drive away.

As you can see, there are many interesting sites near Lawrenceville.  I hope you can join us on Sep-
tember 20 for our Annual Meeting!

Sincerely,  Clare Mershon



MEET YOUR NEW GENEALOGIST
Bibliography for T eresa M. Mershon

My name is Teresa Mershon. Tim and I have been married for 34 years.
We have lived in the small town of Obetz, Ohio for 29 years. We are both originally from
Portsmouth, Ohio. We have four grown children: J.P., Mike, Mary Beth, Chris, and three
grandchildren.

I worked as an elementary school librarian for Hamilton Local Schools for ten years.
After a few computer classes I became the high school computer technician. Besides
genealogy and spending time with my family, I enjoy scrapbooking, designing computer
programs, camping, boating, and traveling around America. We have visited all but six
states.

I am looking forward to working with everyone. You may e-mail me family information
to tmershon4@yahoo.com or mail it to me at: 2111 Pelham Place, Obetz, Ohio 43207-
5223. I use Family Tree Maker for our database. Besides names, we can include dates of
births, marriages, deaths, along with places of these events. The more information we
have, the easier it is to cross-reference. Please include the following for each person you
submit:

Name_____________________________________
Birth________________________ Place__________
Marriage_____________________ Place__________
Death_______________________ Place__________
Spouse_____________________________________
Children____________________________________
Parents_____________________________________



Southern Chapter Meet s in San Antonio
The Mershon Southern Chapter held their 2008 Reunion and Annual Meeting in San Antonio, TX, on Saturday, May 10.

Many of the attendees arrived a day or two early to socialize and visit The Alamo, Mexican Market and the San Antonio
River Walk attractions. There was a group dinner on Friday night, May 9.

Southern Chapter President Ann Roberts efficiently conducted the Saturday
morning business meeting. Twenty-nine Mershon descendants attended.

On behalf of the Mershon Association, National President Clare Mershon
presented a framed Certificate of Appreciation to Bill Trott of Cantonment,
FL, recognizing Bill’s dedicated service from 1990 to 2008 as our Mershon
Association Genealogist/Historian.

Southern Chapter Officers newly elected for a two-year term are: John
Kaster, President; Larry Morton, Vice-President; Wally Reviere, Recording
Secretary; Jean Kaster, Treasurer; Ann Roberts, Corresponding Secretary;
and Glenn Roberts, Chaplain.

Betty Butler received a gift from outgoing Southern Chapter President Ann Roberts in recognition of Betty’s nine years
service to the Southern Chapter as their Corresponding Secretary and Treasurer.

Jim and Betty Butler will host the 2009 Southern Chapter Meeting in Kansas City, MO on June 19-20, 2009. Contact Betty
by email at BettyButlr@aol.com or phone Betty at (816) 358-5313 for more information about the planned 2009 Southern
Chapter Meeting.

Certificate of Appreciation

Presented to William H. “Bill” Trott

by the Association of the Descendants of Henry Mershon in
grateful appreciation for Bill’s dedicated work from 1990 to 2008
as our Genealogist/Historian.

Bill single-handedly brought our handwritten Mershon genealogy
charts into the modern age by creating a computer database of
35,000 individual records.

E. Clare Mershon Dr. James C. Mershon
President Past-President

Map of route from Palmer Inn to Lawrenceville
Church.



J. Mershon
7617 Donegal Ln
Wichita, KS 67206

REGISTRATION FOR 2008 REUNION

ACCOMMODATIONS
Our host hotel is the Clarion Palmer Inn. The cost is $92.99/night. Breakfast is included in the room rate. The deadline for reserving
these rooms is September 10. Please call the hotel at (609) 452-2500 to reserve your room and obtain more info, or write to 3499 US
Highway One South, Princeton, NJ 08540. The registration form and a map are in the July News Bulletin.

Name __________________________________ Phone ___________________________________
Address ________________________________ email ____________________________________

Please check here if you have made reservations at the Palmer Inn____
(Please fill out completely. Be sure to indicate the number of people attending lunch and the tour. Return to Clare Mershon by September
10.)

Names addresses of other persons in your party:
______________________________________ ________________________________________
______________________________________  ________________________________________
______________________________________ _________________________________________
______________________________________ _________________________________________

Box Lunch @ Lawrenceville Church
Lunch

___ Adults @ $8.00 ea.  = $________
___ Children under 14 @ $6.00 ea. = $________

Please return with checks for meals by September 10 to:
E. C. Mershon
3809 NE 136th Place
Portland, OR 97230-2720


